PINE ISLAND LODGE ITINERARY

We at Trek are happy you have chosen us to organize your trip to the Pine Island Lodge. The trip you have booked should be exciting and hassle free. Trek has paid for the lodge reservations you requested and your spot is confirmed. 
ARRIVAL- Please notify the Trek office of the flight number and time of your arrival. A representative of Pine Island will meet you at the Winnipeg airport and transfer you to Pine Island. It is a two-hour drive to Pointe Du Bois where you will be then transferred by boat the remaining twenty miles up river to the lodge. Have your camera ready, as you will see some of Manitoba’s most scenic country. You also have a possibility of seeing black bear, whitetail deer, moose, otters, bald eagles, ospreys and a great variety of waterfowl.

The fishing in this area is some of the most diverse in Manitoba. The three most sought after species are, walleye, northern pike and smallmouth bass. These rivers also host, Sauger (a first cousin to the walleye), whitefish, rock bass, gold eye, yellow perch and lake sturgeon which can attain weights over one hundred pounds. Adding to the fishing picture at Pine Island are three lakes, which are fished by portage or fly in. Crowduck lake, long famous for it’s trophy smallmouth bass; Echo Lake, a top walleye producer and George lake, a fly in which has been the glamour lake for smallmouth anglers over the past few years. Please check with lodge owner/ operator Brian Burgess if you are interested in fishing one of these lakes. There will be an additional charge for this.

RODS / REELS- Three rods and reels are adequate for the fishing at Pine Island. You do not have to limit yourself to three outfits, but we feel it is a minimum requirement. An ultra light, light spinning, or spin cast outfit for walleye and smallmouth with 6 or 8 lb. Line and a medium to medium heavy action rod and matching reel for northern pike with 12- 15 lb test line is suggested. The third should be something that can be used in case of an accident. It is most important to bring outfits you are used to and have confidence in. The rods should also have sufficient backbone to set a hook in deep water and handle large fish. Also, if you are putting fresh line, as you should, on your reels, we would suggest a good quality, high visibility line fluorescent blue Stren. Your guide will loan you his rods and reels with the understanding that if it is broken, the client will pay replacement costs.
LURES / TACKLE- Suggesting the right lures is always a tough job, because of the weather, water condition, ect. However, the following is a list of what we consider to be the top producers and should be in your tackle box. If you wish, the lodge offers all tackle on a rental basis.
WALLEYE- 1/4 oz., 3/8 oz., and 1.2 oz. Jig heads. These do not have to be painted and can be bought in bulk. Use these heads with a 2 1/2” to 3 inch plastic tail. The Mister Twister type, Sassy Shad, Reaper or Puddle Jumper in yellow or chartreuse is suggested. Buck tail and marabou jigs will also work. The river is rocky and you catch walleye on the bottom, therefore, if you plan on fishing mainly

for walleye, figure on a couple of dozen and twice that many tails.

Walleye spinner rigs- the Lindy Red Devil or Cabella’s Walleye Getter, or anything similar.
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Roadrunners- 1/4 or 3/8 oz. Yellow or chartueuse.

Weighted spinners- Erie Dearie, Tom’s Walleye Lure, or 1/2 oz. And 5/8 oz.

Lures- the long thin minnow imitating lures like the Hellcat, Rapala, etc in silver and perch color.

PIKE- Some of the most productive lures when the water begins to warm are the flashy spinner baits like double silver Willow blades in colors like chartreuse or white, in the heavy weed growth, try the white, Mister Twister 3” grub.

Also:

Reaper- 1/2 oz. With a 5 inch tail in pearl white

Spoons - dare devils, yellow with five red diamonds, red and white or silver.

Lures- most large minnow imitating lures will work well for pike, such as Johnson Silver Minnow.

SMALLMOUTH BASS- Some of the most productive lures in the river are the Mepps Aglia with a # 3 silver blade and the beetle spin when fishing the rocky shorelines. Best colors are brown/ orange and the chartreuse/ black. Other lures include the Rapala  CD -7 silver with blue black back or silver with black back. Another excellent lure is the Shad Rap in silver, shad or perch colors. If you opt to fly to George Lake, make sure you have a couple of Heddons Tiny Torpedoes or Whopper Stoppers 300 series Hell raiser and some 1/8 oz. Black marabou jigs.

Also:

1/4 oz. Jig heads with 3 inch pearl white Reaper

Small crank baits like the Deep Wee R, Shadrap, etc., in crawfish, silver and orange.

1/4 oz. Spinner baits like Beetle Spin, Twister Spin and Shad Spin, etc., in yellow, brown and orange.

The Shad Spin in gray / black, or yellow / black back.

You should have a selection of split shot, swivels, snaps with round ends, snap swivels, steel leaders (8”) and extra line. Pine Island does have a small tackle shop and carries many of the effective lures for the area. The shop also stocks t-shirts, hats, sunglasses, beer and soft drinks as well as souvenirs. Some snacks and candy bars are also stocked, but if you have a favorite snack, plan to bring it along.

BAIT- Live minnows are prohibited on the Winnipeg river, however frozen minnows are available at the lodge tackle shop.

BOATS / MOTORS- You will be fishing from 17- 18 foot Lund’s powered by 18 hp Mercury motors. Each boat is equipped with swivel seats, cushions, paddle, net, cooler and your guide will have the
necessary equipment to unhook your fish. Since fishing regulations require barb less hooks, it would be a good idea to bring along a pair of needle nose pliers to bend down the barbs on your hooks.

FISH / LIMITS-You are allowed to take home 4 walleye and 4 northern pike, however no smallmouth bass. If you do wish to take fish home, your guide will filet and freeze your catch. To enhance the future fishery, we do however, prefer that you release all fish, other than those for shore 
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lunch. If you would like to have a replica mount made, your guide can take the measurements and Pine Island can send them to Hawkins Taxidermy who will ship your Replica Trophy to your door.

GEAR- In the Pine Island area, mornings are usually cool and the afternoons warm. Because the weather is constantly changing, the following are a few necessities: long pants, shorts, a jacket, rain gear, camera, sunglasses, sun screen and bug spray. Also plan to bring whatever you cannot do without for four days. There will only be beer at the lodge that you can purchase. Alcoholic beverages are very expensive and we suggest that if you have a favorite brand, that you bring it along with you. Laundry can be done for $ 5.00 per load. Power is 110, so no adapters needed. Internet connection is available at the lodge in the event you need to e-mail home. Cell phone coverage is sketchy at best.
GRATUITIES- We at Trek consider tipping to be a personal decision and completely voluntary. That being said, most all anglers do tip their guide and staff for a job well done and here are some basic guidelines for gratuities for Pine Island Lodge. Gratuities for guides are normally $ 100.00 per boat, per day of fishing and the tips for staff are normally between $ 150.00 per angler to cover your 3-day stay. Again, tipping is personal preference and this is being provided for informational purposes. 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS- In case of emergency you can be reached at (204) 837-6804, this is the number to Pine Island Lodge. Trek maintains business hours Monday- Friday 9am-5pm EST, we do maintain a 24 hour answering service who will contact an officer of the company ant time day or night. (904) 273-7800.

MEDICAL INFORMATION- Please check with your personal physician or the Center for Disease Control (800-311-3435, or WWW.CDC.GOV) regarding inoculation information for the area you are visiting.

TRAVEL PROTECTION INSURANCE- You will find enclosed information related to optional travel insurance. We at Trek strongly recommend that you consider taking out this coverage. With the cancellation penalties imposed by hotels, lodges and airlines, this is your best  protection in the event you are unable to travel. Plan details and contact numbers are on the brochure.
MOST IMPORTANT...RELAX AND HAVE A GREAT TIME  !!!

