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SPECIES CHECKLIST 



TIPS FOR WILDLIFE VIEWING  

• Binoculars are essential, particularly for observing birds and smaller mammal species. When larger 
animals are spotted at a distance, binoculars will enhance the enjoyment of those particular sightings. 

• Patience is a good virtue for wildlife viewing. Spend a little more time at each sighting and quietly 
observe fascinating behavioural traits coming to the fore. 

• Early morning and late afternoon are the best times to be out looking for wildlife. This is the ‘golden 
hour’ for photography and animal activity peaks, with nocturnal species (e.g. leopard) often still 

active. 
• During the heat of the day many animals will drink at waterholes (e.g. elephant, zebra), making this 

a good time to be there. 

• Night drives (where available) can also be rewarding for nocturnal mammals such as genets, 
bushbabies, leopard, civet, and certain mongoose species. 

• Best months for bird watching are December to April when resident birds are most active and intra-

African and Palaearctic migratory species are in the   subregion. 
• Amphibians are best searched for in the warmer (and wetter) summer months. During this period the 

rains (softening of soils) and formation of seasonal pools trigger their breeding activity which is 
accompanied by much calling. Male frogs call to attract a mate, collectively becoming a chorus of 
different frog species which is quite a sound to hear. The call is unique to each species, and will 
attract females of only that species. Aestivation (see below) is common amongst amphibians in the 

colder and dryer winter months. 
• Reptiles are also far more active in the summer months and are thus easier to observe during this 

time. In the winter months they tend to aestivate – a period of dormancy and inactivity amongst 
most reptiles as a result   of colder temperatures and drier  conditions.  

• HOW TO USE THESE CHECKLISTS 

• The checklist does not cover the entire country, but is a comprehensive list for our areas of operation. 
• The detailed species lists have been grouped taxonomically by family  
• A number of species are migratory (e.g. birds) or may hibernate (e.g. snakes and frogs) during the 

southern African winter so they may not be seen during your  visit. 

• Endemic/Near-Endemic species and subspecies are marked with an asterisk.  

 



RECOMMENDED FIELD GUIDES 

Smithers’ Mammals of Southern Africa: A Field Guide 
Peter Apps. Struik Publishers. ISBN: 9781868725502
Concise, informative guide on the mammal species found in southern    Africa. 

The Kingdon Pocket Guide to African Mammals 
Jonathan Kingdon. Princeton University Press. ISBN: 9780713669817
Compact and beautifully illustrated, it is ideal for use in the field, while its coverage is the most 
comprehensive for any book of its size. 

Sasol Birds of Southern Africa – 4th Edition 
Ian Sinclair; Phil Hockey; Warwick Tarboton. Struik Publishers. ISBN: 9781770079250
The all-in-one guide to the birds of southern  Africa. 

Birds of Africa south of the  Sahara 
Ian Sinclair and Peter Ryan. Chamberlain. ISBN: 9781770076235
Fully revised, in its 2nd edition, Birds of Africa south of the Sahara provides unrivalled coverage of 
African birds       in a single volume. An ideal complementary resource to the above field guide on 
any Zambia or Malawi visit. 

A Complete Guide to the Frogs of Southern  Africa 
Vincent Carruthers and Louis Du Preez. Struik Publishers. ISBN: 9781770074460
This guide offers the most authoritative and comprehensive treatment of frogs of the   region. 

Amphibians of Central and Southern  Africa 
Alan Channing. Protea. ISBN: 1919825630
An excellent resource that covers all the amphibians occurring in central and southern Africa. 

A Guide to the Reptiles of Southern Africa 
Johan Marais and Graham Alexander. Struik Publishers. ISBN: 9781770073869
This well-illustrated guide introduces the 517 species currently described in the region. 

Snakes of Zambia 
Donald G. Broadley, Craig T. Doria and Jürgen Wigge. ISBN: 3930612429
An atlas and field guide to the snakes of Zambia. 
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

HEDGEHOGS ERINACEOMORPHA

Southern African Hedgehog Atelerix frontalis

SHREWS SORICOMORPHA

Tiny (Bi-colored) Musk Shrew Crocidura fuscomurina

Reddish-grey Musk Shrew Crocidura cyanea

Greater Grey-brown Musk Shrew Crocidura luna

African Black Shrew Crocidura nigrofusca

Small-footed  Shrew Crocidura parvipes

Turbo Shrew Crocidura turba

Lesser Red Musk Shrew Crocidura hirta

Greater Dwarf Shrew Suncus lixus

Climbing Shrew Sylvisorex megalura

ELEPHANT SHREWS MACROSCELIDEA

Four-toed Elephant-shrew Petrodromus tetradactylus

Short-snouted  Elephant-shrew Elephantulus brachyrhynchus

Eastern Rock Elephant-shrew Elephantulus myurus

BATS CHIROPTERA

Straw-coloured Fruit Bat Eidolon helvum

Egyptian Rousette / Fruit Bat Rousettus aegyptiacus

Ethiopian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus libiatus

Wahlberg’s Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus wahlbergi

Peters’s Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus crypturus

Dobson’s Fruit Bat Epomops dobsonii

Sundevall’s Leaf-nosed Bat Hipposideros caffer

Large Slit-faced Bat Nycteris grandis

Wood’s Slitfaced Bat Nycteris woodi

Large-Eared Slit-Faced Bat Nycteris macrotis

Egyptian Slit-faced Bat Nycteris thebaica

Hildebrandt’s Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus hildebrandti

Ruppell’s Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus fumigatus

Geoffroy’s Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus clivosus

Darling’s Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus darlingi

Lander’s Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus landeri

Bushveld Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus simulator

Swinny’s Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus swinnyi

Schreiber’s Long-fingered Bat Miniopterus schreibersii

Rendall’s Serotine Bat Eptesicus rendalli

Long-tailed House Bat Eptesicus hottentotus

Melck’s Serotine Bat Eptesicus melckorum

Somali Serotine Bat Eptesicus somalicus

Welwitsch’s Bat Myotis welwitschii
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Cape Hairy Bat Myotis tricolor

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME  

Rufous Mouse-eared Bat Myotis bocagii

Rusty Pipistrelle Pipistrellus rusticus

Cape Serotine Bat Neoromicia capensis

Banana Bat Pipistrellus nanus

Rüppell’s Bat Pipistrellus rueppellii

Zulu Serotine Neoromicia zuluensis

Anchieta’s  Pippistrelle Hypsugo anchietai

Butterfly Bat Chalinolobus variegatus

White-throated Lesser House Bat Scotoecus albugula

Schleiffen’s Bat Nycticeius schleiffenii

African Yellow Bat Scotophilus dinganii

Ansorge’s Free-tailed Bat Tadarida ansorgei

Madagascan Large Free-tailed Bat Tadarida fulminans

Spotted Free-tailed Bat Tadarida bivittata

Little Free-tailed Bat Tadarida pumila

PRIMATES PRIMATES

Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus

Yellow Baboon Papio cynocephalus

Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops

Thick-tailed Bushbaby (Greater  Galago) Otolemur crassicaudatus

Lesser Bushbaby Galago moholi

PANGOLINS PHOLIDOTA

Pangolin Smutsia temminckii

HARES LAGOMORPHA

Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis

RODENTS, SQUIRRELS AND GERBILS RODENTIA

Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus mutabilis

Tree (Smith’s Bush) Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi

Woodland Dormouse Graphiurus murinus

Lesser Savannah Dormouse Graphiurus parvus

Springhare Pedetes capensis

Common Molerat Cryptomys hottentotus

Porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis

Greater Cane Rat Thryonomys swinderianus

Lesser Cane Rat Thryonomys gregorianus

South African Pouched Mouse Saccostomus campestris

Gambian pouched rat Cricetomys gambianus

Fat Mouse Steatomys pratensis

Kreb’s Fat Mouse Steatomys krebsii

Grey Climbing Mouse Dendromus melanotis
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Gerbil Mouse Malacothrix typica

Hairy-footed Gerbil Gerbillurus paeba

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME  

Spiny Mouse Acomys spinosissimus

Single-striped (Grass) Mouse Lemniscomys rosalia

Desert Pygmy Mouse Mus indutus

African Pygmy Mouse Mus minutoides
Tree Mouse Thallomys paedulcus

Woodland Mouse Grammomys dolichurus

Natal Multimammate Mouse Mastomys natalensis

CARNIVORES CARNIVORA
Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis

Black-backed  Jackal Canis mesomelas

Side-striped Jackal Canis adustus

African Wild Dog Lycaon pictus
Cape Clawless Otter Aonyx capensis

Spotted-necked Otter Lutra maculicollis

Honey Badger Mellivora capensis

Striped Weasel Poecilogale albinucha
Striped Polecat Ictonyx striatus

Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo

Meller’s Mongoose Rhynchogale melleri

Bushy-tailed  Mongoose Bdeogale crassicauda

Selous’s Mongoose Paracynictis selousi

Large Grey (Egyptian) Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon

Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguinea
Water Mongoose Atilax paludinosus

Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula

White-tailed Mongoose Ichneumia albicauda

Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata
Small-spotted (Common) Genet Genetta genetta

Large-spotted Genet Genetta tigrina

African Civet Civettictis civetta

Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta
Brown Hyaena Hyaena brunnea

Aardwolf Proteles cristatus

African Wild Cat Felis lybica

Serval Felis serval
Caracal Felis caracal

Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus

Lion Panthera leo
Leopard Panthera pardus

AARDVARK TUBULIDENTATA
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Aardvark Orycteropus afer

ELEPHANT PROBOSCIDEA

Elephant Loxodonta africana

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

HYRAXES HYRACOIDEA

Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis

Tree Hyrax Dendrohyrax arboreus

ODD-TOED UNGULATES PERISSODACTYLA

Burchell’s Zebra Equus burchellii

* Crawshay’s Zebra Equus burchellii crawshayi

WARTHOGS ARTIODACTYLA: SUIFORMES

Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus

Bushpig Potamochoerus porcus

HIPPOPOTAMUS ARTIODACTYLA: WHIPPOMORPHA

Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius

GIRAFFE, BUFFALO, AND ANTELOPE ARTIODACTYLA:  RUMINANTIA

Southern Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis

* Thornicroft’s Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis thornicrofti

Cape (African) Buffalo Syncerus caffer caffer

Eland Taurotragus oryx

Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros

Nyala Tragelaphus angasii

Sitatunga Tragelaphus spekei

Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus

Roan Hippotragus equinus

Sable Hippotragus niger

Gemsbok Oryx gazella

Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus

* Defassa Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus defassa

Red Lechwe Kobus leche

Puku Kobus vardonii

Southern (Common) Reedbuck Redunca arundinum

Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus

* Cookson’s Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus cooksoni

Red Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus

Lichtenstein’s  Hartebeest Sigmoceros lichtensteinii

Impala Aepyceros melampus

Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus

Steenbok Raphicerus campestris

Oribi Ourebia ourebi

Sharpe’s Grysbok Raphicerus sharpei
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Yellow-backed Duiker Cephalophus silvicultor

Blue Duiker Philantomba monticola

Common (Grey) Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia
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BUSHPIG CAPE BUFFALO 

WHITE-TAILED  MONGOOSE 

DEFASSA WATERBUCK 

SIDE-STRIPED  JACKAL 

LION 
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BIRDS 

Of Zambia’s 740 species, there is one true endemic, Chaplin’s barbet, and a smattering of other exciting 
species restricted to central Africa. Near-endemic bird species on Zambia’s Nyika Plateau include 
montane widowbird, black-lored cisticola, Chapin’s apalis, olive-flanked robin-chat and Fülleborn’s 
boubou. Africa’s largest breeding population of blue swallow occurs here together with Denham’s bustard 
and pallid harrier (seasonal). 

Species such as rosy-throated longclaw, red-throated twinspot, rufous-bellied tit, white-winged black 
tit, and sooty chat are commonly seen amongst Kafue National Park’s 500 recorded bird species. Wooded 
and riverine areas in Kafue (towards Musanza and Lufupa in particular) offer better chances for Ross’s 
turaco, the endemic Chaplin’s barbet, African broadbill, Pel’s fishing-owl, African finfoot, Souza’s shrike, 
Böhm’s bee-eater, racket- tailed roller and miombo double-collared sunbird. The open, grassy areas of 
the Busanga provide prime habitat in summer for visiting migrants such as lesser kestrel and Montagu’s 
harrier. Busanga is also one of the known breeding sites for the endangered wattled crane (not uncommon 
to see in large aggregations here), sometimes in mixed flocks with grey crowned cranes. 

 

ARNOT’S 
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

BEE-EATERS MEROPIDAE

White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides

Blue-breasted  Bee-eater Merops variegatus

Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus

Swallow-tailed  Bee-eater Merops hirundineus

* Böhm’s Bee-eater Merops boehmi

Blue-cheeked  Bee-eater Merops persicus

Olive Bee-eater Merops superciliosus

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster

Southern  Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicoides

MOUSEBIRDS COLIIDAE

Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus

CUCKOOS AND COUCALS CUCULIDAE

Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus

Levaillant’s Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii

Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius

Thick-billed Cuckoo Pachycoccyx audeberti

Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius

Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis

Klaas’s Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas

Black Coucal Centropus grillii

* Coppery-tailed Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus

Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis

White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus

PARROTS AND LOVEBIRDS PSITTACIDAE

Grey-headed Parrot Poicephalus fuscicollis

Meyer’s Parrot Poicephalus meyeri

* Lilian’s Lovebird Agapornis lilianae

SWIFTS AND SPINETAILS APODIDAE

Mottled Spinetail Telacanthura ussheri

Böhm’s Spinetail Neafrapus boehmi

African Palm-Swift Cypsiurus parvus

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba

Mottled Swift Tachymarptis aequatorialis

Common Swift Apus apus

African Black Swift Apus barbatus

Little Swift Apus affinis

Horus Swift Apus horus

White-rumped Swift Apus caffer

TURACOS AND GO-AWAY-BIRDS MUSOPHAGIDAE

Schalow’s Turaco Tauraco schalowi

Ross’s Turaco Musophaga rossae

Purple-crested Turaco Gallirex porphyreolophus
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Grey Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor

BARN OWLS TYTONIDAE

Barn Owl Tyto alba
African Grass-Owl Tyto capensis

OWLS STRIGIDAE
African Scops-Owl Otus senegalensis

Southern White-faced Scops-Owl Ptilopsis granti
Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus
Pel’s Fishing-Owl Scotopelia peli

African Wood-Owl Strix woodfordii
Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum

African Barred Owlet Glaucidium capense
Marsh Owl Asio capensis

NIGHTJARS CAPRIMULGIDAE
Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis

Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma
Swamp Nightjar Caprimulgus natalensis

Square-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii
Rufous-cheeked  Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena

European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus
Pennant-winged Nightjar Macrodipteryx vexillarius

PIGEONS AND DOVES COLUMBIDAE
Rock Dove Columba livia

Speckled (Rock) Pigeon Columba guinea
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis

African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens
Cape Turtle-Dove Streptopelia capicola

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata
Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur chalcospilos

Blue-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur afer
Namaqua Dove Oena capensis

African Green-Pigeon Treron calvus

BUSTARDS AND KORHAANS OTIDIDAE
Denham’s Bustard Neotis denhami

Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori
White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis

Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster
CRANES GRUIDAE

Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum
Wattled Crane Bugeranus carunculatus

FINFOOTS HELIORNITHIDAE
African Finfoot Podica senegalensis

FLUFFTAILS SAROTHRURIDAE
Buff-spotted Flufftail Sarothrura elegans
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

THICK-KNEES BURHINIDAE

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis

STILTS AND AVOCETS RECURVIROSTRIDAE

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta

PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS CHARADRIIDAE

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

Kittlitz’s Plover Charadrius pecuarius

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris

Chestnut-banded Plover Charadrius pallidus

White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus

Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus

Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris

Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus

Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus

White-crowned Lapwing Vanellus albiceps

African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus

Senegal Lapwing Vanellus lugubris

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus

COURSERS AND PRATINCOLES GLAREOLIDAE

Double-banded  Courser Rhinoptilus africanus

Bronze-winged  Courser Rhinoptilus chalcopterus

Three-banded Courser Rhinoptilus cinctus

Temminck’s Courser Cursorius temminckii

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola

Black-winged  Pratincole Glareola nordmanni

Rock Pratincole Glareola nuchalis

GULLS, TERNS AND SKIMMERS LARIDAE

African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus

Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus

OSPREY PANDIONIDAE

Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus

KITES, HAWKS, VULTURES AND EAGLES ACCIPITRIDAE

African Cuckoo Hawk Aviceda cuculoides

European  Honey-Buzzard Pernis apivorus

Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus

Black Kite Milvus migrans
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus

Amur Falcon Falco amurensis

Sooty Falcon Falco concolor

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo

African Hobby Falco cuvierii

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus

Taita Falcon Falco fasciinucha

GREBES PODICIPEDIDAE

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

DARTERS ANHINGIDAE

African Darter Anhinga rufa

CORMORANTS PHALACROCORACIDAE

Reed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus

EGRETS, HERONS AND BITTERNS ARDEIDAE

* Slaty Egret Egretta vinaceigula

Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis

Yellow-billed Egret Egretta intermedia

Great (White) Egret Egretta alba

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides

Malagasy Pond-Heron Ardeola idae

Rufous-bellied  Heron Ardeola rufiventris

Green-backed Heron Butorides striata

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

White-backed Night-Heron Gorsachius leuconotus

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus

Dwarf Bittern Ixobrychus sturmii

HAMERKOP SCOPIDAE

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta

FLAMINGOS PHOENICOPTERIDAE

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber

Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor

IBISES AND SPOONBILLS THRESKIORNITHIDAE

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

Hadeda Ibis Bostrychia hagedash

African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus

African Spoonbill Platalea alba
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Short-winged Cisticola Cisticola brachypterus

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis

Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus

Pale-crowned  Cisticola Cisticola cinnamomeus

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava

Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans

Red-winged Warbler Heliolais erythropterus

Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica

Yellow-breasted  Apalis Apalis flavida

Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura

Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata

Barred Wren-Warbler Calamonastes fasciolatus

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler Calamonastes stierlingi

Pale Wren-Warbler Calamonastes undosus

Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis

Green-capped Eremomela Eremomela scotops

Burnt-necked Eremomela Eremomela usticollis

*  Black-necked Eromomela Eromomela atricollis

LARKS ALAUDIDAE

Monotonous Lark Mirafra passerina

Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana

Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea

Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota

Fawn-coloured Lark Calendulauda africanoides

Dusky Lark Pinarocorys nigricans

Chestnut-backed  Sparrowlark Eremopterix leucotis

Grey-backed  Sparrowlark Eremopterix verticalis

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea

THRUSHES TURDIDAE

Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsitsirupa

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyanus

OLD WORLD FLYCATCHERS, CHATS AND ROBINS MUSCICAPIDAE

Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus

* Marico Flycatcher Bradornis mariquensis

Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina

* Böhm’s Flycatcher Muscicapa boehmi

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta

Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens

Grey Tit-Flycatcher Myioparus plumbeus

Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis

White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata

Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia

White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini

Collared  Palm-Thrush Cichladusa arquata

* Miombo Bearded Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas barbata
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Eastern Bearded Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas quadrivirgata

White-browed Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys

* Kalahari Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas paena
African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata

Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris
Sooty Chat Myrmecocichla nigra

Arnot’s Chat Myrmecocichla arnoti
Mocking Cliff-Chat Thamnolaea  cinnamomeiventris

Miombo Rock-Thrush Monticola angolensis
STARLINGS STURNIDAE

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio
Cape Glossy Starling Lamprotornis nitens

Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus
Miombo Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis elisabeth

Sharp-tailed Starling Lamprotornis acuticaudus
* Meves’s Starling Lamprotornis mevesii

Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster
Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea

OXPECKERS BUPHAGIDAE
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus
SUNBIRDS NECTARINIIDAE

Western  Violet-backed Sunbird Anthreptes longuemarei
Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea

Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris

Miombo  Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris manoensis
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus

White-bellied  Sunbird Cinnyris talatala
Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus

Shelley’s Sunbird Cinnyris shelleyi

Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis
Purple-banded Sunbird Cinnyris bifasciatus

WEAVERS AND WIDOWBIRDS PLOCEIDAE
Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver Bubalornis niger

* Scaly-feathered Finch Sporopipes squamifrons
Lesser Masked-Weaver Ploceus intermedius

Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis
Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops

Southern Brown-throated Weaver Ploceus xanthopterus
Southern Masked-Weaver Ploceus velatus

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus
Dark-backed Weaver Ploceus bicolor
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Cardinal Quelea Quelea cardinalis

Red-headed Quelea Quelea erythrops

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea

Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer

Black-winged Bishop Euplectes hordeaceus

Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix

Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis

Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris

Yellow-mantled Widowbird Euplectes macrourus

White-winged Widowbird Euplectes albonotatus

Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens

Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons

WAXBILLS AND ALLIES ESTRILDIDAE

Locustfinch Paludipasser locustella

Orange-breasted Waxbill Amandava subflava

African Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis

Cut-throat Finch Amadina fasciata

Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos

Grey Waxbill Estrilda perreini

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild

Fawn-breasted Waxbill Estrilda paludicola

Violet-eared Waxbill Granatina granatina

Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis

Red-throated Twinspot Hypargos niveoguttatus

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba

Orange-winged  Pytilia Pytilia afra

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala

Brown Firefinch Lagonosticta nitidula

African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata

Jameson’s Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia

Bronze Mannikin Spermestes cucullatus

Magpie Mannikin Spermestes fringilloides

Red-backed  Mannikin Spermestes bicolor

INDIGOBIRDS AND WHYDAHS VIDUIDAE

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura

Broad-tailed  Paradise-Whydah Vidua obtusa

Long-tailed  Paradise-Whydah Vidua paradisaea

Shaft-tailed Whydah Vidua regia

Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata

Variable Indigobird Vidua funerea

Purple Indigobird Vidua purpurascens

Cuckoo Finch Anomalospiza imberbis

OLD WORLD SPARROWS PASSERIDAE

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Great Sparrow Passer motitensis

Southern  Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus

Yellow-throated Petronia Petronia superciliaris v
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali v
WAGTAILS AND PIPITS MOTACILLIDAE

Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava v
Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp v
Fuelleborn’s  Longclaw Macronyx fuelleborni

Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus

Rosy-throated  Longclaw Macronyx ameliae

Striped Pipit Anthus lineiventris

African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus v
Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys

Buffy Pipit Anthus vaalensis v
* Wood Pipit Anthus nyassae v
Bushveld Pipit Anthus caffer

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis v
CANARIES AND SEEDEATERS FRINGILLIDAE

Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambicus v
Black-throated  Canary Crithagra atrogularis v
Brimstone Canary Crithagra sulphuratus v
Reichard’s  Seedeater Crithagra reichardi

Black-eared Seedeater Crithagra mennelli v
BUNTINGS EMBERIZIDAE

Lark-like Bunting Emberiza impetuani v
Cinnamon-breasted  Bunting Emberiza tahapisi v
Golden-breasted  Bunting Emberiza flaviventris v
Cabanis’s Bunting Emberiza cabanisi v
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!  

R E P T I L E S
COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

TORTOISES TESTUDINIDAE

Leopard Tortoise Geochelone pardalis

Speke’s Hinged Tortoise Kinixys spekii

Bell’s Hinged Tortoise Kinixys belliana

TERRAPINS PELOMEDUSIDAE,  TRIONYCHIDAE

Serrated Hinged Terrapin Pelusios sinuatus

Marsh Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa

Pan Hinged Terrapin Pelusios subniger

Okavango Hinged Terrapin Pelusios bechuanicus

African Mud Turtle Pelusios castaneus

BLIND SNAKES TYPHLOPIDAE

Delalande’s Beaked Blind Snake Rhinotyphlops lalandei

* Schlegel’s Beaked Blind Snake Rhinotyphlops schlegelii petersii

Lineolate Blind Snake Afrotyphlops lineolatus

THREAD SNAKES LEPTOTYPHLOPIDAE

Long-tailed Thread Snake Leptotyphlops longicaudus

Emin’s Thread Snake Leptotyphlops emini

Peters’ Thread Snake Leptotyphlops scutifrons

Cape Thread Snake Leptotyphlops conjunctus

PYTHONS PYTHONIDAE

Southern African Python Python sebae natalensis

AFRICAN BURROWING SNAKES ATRACTASPIDIDAE

Bibron’s Burrowing Asp Atractaspis bibronii

Reticulated  Centipede Eater Aparallactus lunulatus

Cape Centipede Eater Aparallactus capensis

Common Purple-glossed Snake Amblyodipsas polylepis

Kalahari Purple-glossed Snake Amblyodipsas ventrimaculata

Gerard’s Black and Yellow Burrowing Snake Chilorhinophis gerardi

Bicoloured Quill-snouted Snake Xenocalamus bicolor

Elongate Quill-snouted Snake Xenocalamus mechowii

TYPICAL SNAKES COLUBRIDAE

Brown House Snake Lamprophis fuliginosus

Cape Wolf Snake Lycophidion capense

Variegated Wolf Snake Lycophidion variegatum

Cape File Snake Mehelya capensis

Black File Snake Mehelya nyassae

Shreve’s Tree Snake Dipsadoboa shrevei kageleri

Mole Snake Pseudaspis cana

Olive Marsh Snake Natriciteres olivacea

Eastern Striped Swamp Snake Limnophis bangweolicus

Bi-coloured Swamp Snake Limnophis bicolor
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* Sundervall’s Shovelsnout Prosymna sundervallii

* Two-striped Shovelsnout Prosymna bivittata

Angola Shovelsnout Prosymna angolensis

East African Shovelsnout Prosymna stuhlmannii

Eastern Bark Snake Hemirhagerrhis nototaenia

Rufous Beaked Snake Ramphiophis rostratus

Lined Olympic Snake Dromophis lineatus

Striped Skaapsteker Psammophylax tritaeniatus

Grey-bellied Grass Snake (Skaapsteker) Psammophylax variabilis

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Jalla’s Sand Snake Psammophis jallae
Phillips’ Sand Snake Psammophis phillipsi
Stripe-bellied Sand Snake Psammophis subtaeniatus
Dwarf Sand Snake Psammophis angolensis
Olive Grass Snake Psammophis mossambicus
Semiornate Snake Meizodon semiornatus
Spotted Bush Snake Philothamnus semivariegatus
Green Water Snake Philothamnus hoplogaster
Common Egg Eater Dasypeltis scabra
White-lipped Herald Snake Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia
Eastern Tiger Snake Telescopus semiannulatus
Boomslang Dispholidus typus
Vine Snake Thelotornis capensis
COBRAS, MAMBAS AND ALLIES ELAPIDAE
* Shield Cobra Aspidelaps scutatus
Gunther’s Garter Snake Elapsoidea guentheri
Angolan Garter Snake Elapsoidea semiannulata
Boulenger’s Garter Snake Elapsoidea boulengeri
Anchieta’s Cobra Naja anchietae
Snouted Cobra Naja annulifera
Mozambique Spitting Cobra Naja mossambica
Black-necked Spitting Cobra Naja nigricollis
Black Mamba Dendroaspis polylepsis
VIPERS VIPERIDAE
Rhombic (Common) Night Adder Causus rhombeatus
Snouted Night Adder Causus defilippii
Puff Adder Bitis arietans
WORM-LIKE LIZARDS AMPHISBAENIDAE
Kalahari Round-headed Worm Lizard Zygaspis quadrifrons
* Black Round-headed Worm  Lizard Zygaspis nigra
* Kafue Round-snouted Worm Lizard Zygaspis kafueensis
* Kalahari Spade-snouted Worm Lizard Monopeltis leonhardi
Zimbabwe Spade-snouted Worm Lizard Monopeltis rhodesiana
Slender Spade-snouted Worm Lizard Monopeltis sphenorhynchus
Blunt-tailed Worm Lizard Dalophia pistillum
Long-tailed Worm Lizard Dalophia longicauda
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SKINKS SCINCIDAE
* Kalahari Burrowing Skink Typhlacontias rohani
Sundevall’s Writhing Skink Lygosoma sundevallii
Tree Skink Mabuya planifrons
African Five-lined Skink Trachylepis quinquetaeniata
Rainbow Skink Trachylepsis margaritifer
Bronze Rock Skink Trachylepsis lacertiformis
Striped Skink Trachylepsis striata
Variable Skink Trachylepsis varia
Variegated Skink Trachylepsis variegata
Spotted-neck Snake-eyed Skink Panaspis maculilabris
Wahlberg’s Snake-eyed Skink Panaspis wahlbergi

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

SAND LIZARDS AND RELATED SPECIES LACERTIDAE

Bushveld Lizard Heliobolus lugubris

Cape Rough-scaled Lizard Ichnotropis capensis

Common Rough-scaled Lizard Ichnotropis squamulosa

PLATED LIZARDS GERRHOSAURIDAE

Yellow-throated Plated Lizard Gerrhosaurus flavigularis

Rough-scaled Plated Lizard Gerrhosaurus major

Kalahari Plated Lizard Gerrhosaurus multilineatus

Black-lined Plated Lizard Gerrhosaurus nigrolineatus

Giant Plated Lizard Gerrhosaurus validus

MONITORS VARANIDAE

Savannah Monitor Varanus exanthematicus

Rock (White-throated) Monitor Varanus albigularis

Water Monitor Varanus niloticus

AGAMAS AGAMIDAE

Kirk’s Rock Agama Agama kirkii

Peter’s Ground Agama Agama armata

Southern Tree  Agama Acanthocercus atricollis

CHAMELEONS Chamaeleonidae

Flap-necked  Chameleon Chamaeleo dilepsis

GECKOS GEKKONIDAE

* Transvaal Flat Gecko Afroedura transvaalica

* Kalahari Ground Gecko Colopus wahlbergii

Moreau’s Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia

Wahlberg’s Velvet Gecko Homopholis wahlbergii

Cape Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus capensis

* Chobe Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus chobiensis

O’Shaughnessy’s Thick-toed Gecko Pachydactylus oshaughnessyi

Turner’s Thick-toed Gecko Pachydactylus turneri

Speckled Thick-toed Gecko Pachydactylus punctatus

CROCODILES CROCODYLIDAE

Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus
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