
Pre Departure information for our safari  to Uganda  

CLIMATE 
Uganda and Rwanda have a pleasant climate year round with minor temperature variations. The 
altitude on a typical Uganda safari varies from 1,000 metres to 2,400 metres above sea level. Days 
are pleasant, 75 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit and nights are moderate, 50 to 60 degrees Fahrenheit. 
At higher altitudes it can be cooler, especially at Bwindi Impenetrable Forest. The green season is 
usually from April to May and again from late October to November. 

What medical precautions are necessary? 
As vaccination requirements change from time to time, we suggest you consult your local doctor or 
health department for prophylactics and the latest health precautions. Malaria is present in many 
parts of Africa – see your doctor about the appropriate anti-malarial drugs and preventative 
methods necessary. If you are on prescription medication, please ensure you have an adequate 
supply to last the duration of your stay and a copy of your prescription(s). You will require a Yellow 
Fever inoculation certificate to travel to Uganda. 
You must purchase your own travel/medical insurance prior to departure. 

LUGGAGE 
▪ Soft-sided luggage is required 
▪ Travelling light is always best. One medium or large duffel bag and one small backpack 

should be adequate. 
▪ All venues during the trip are casual and laundry services are available at all 

accommodations. 

In addition to the normal clothing for an East African safari, we recommend: 
▪ Strong walking boots with ankle support 
▪ Socks long enough for trousers to be tucked into 
▪ Light shoes 
▪ Cotton or Gortex trousers 
▪ Shorts

▪ Long-sleeved shirts for trekking 
▪ Sweater or sweatshirt 
▪ Light gloves for protection against thorns and nettles 
▪ Light jacket or fleece 
▪ Waterproof clothing (no bright colours, which disturb the animals) 
▪ Hat for sun and/or rain 
▪ Daypack 
▪ Plastic bags for cameras, and spare clothing 
▪ Be prepared for cool or warm, dry or wet weather when trekking. 
▪ Muted colours are necessary for gorilla trekking, no bright colours. 
▪ No camouflage clothing (can be an issue, relating to national military uniforms) 



Where can I charge up my camera battery? 
Most accommodation locations have wall sockets for plugging in chargers, and our vehicles are 
fitted with 12v cigarette lighter sockets (you will need to bring your own adaptors for those). 

How much luggage can I take? 
We provide adequate luggage space in our safari vehicles, provided that you limit your luggage to 
the suggested packing list, and use a maximum of one soft-sided bag (duffle bag or tote bag), and 
a small carry-on daypack. We are unable to carry hard-shelled suitcases, and these will not be 
allowed in the vehicles. For domestic charter flights, strict baggage weight restrictions 15kgs must 
be adhered to. 

What style of food is available? 
The meals are international cuisine standard, and traditional African recipes are available, using 
the freshest ingredients. Please notify in advance when booking your safari any special needs or 
dietary requirements (e.g. vegetarianism, diabetic restrictions, food intolerance/allergies, etc) you 
may have. 

MISCELLANY 
When photographing gorillas, no flash is allowed. For film cameras, we recommend taking several 
different speeds of film (64 to 1000) since gorillas can be found in the open sun or in the dark 
underbrush of the forest. 
Uganda is 3 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time. 
Rwanda is 2 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time. 

Electrical Current in East Africa is 240 volts. Therefore relevant adapters are required. In Uganda, 
plugs are square with three prongs. In lodges where there is no electricity in the guest rooms, 
cameras and video equipment can be charged in the manager’s office upon request. 

CREDIT CARDS, BANKING and CURRENCY EXCHANGE 
▪ In Uganda, credit cards can only be used in a small number of shops in the city of Kampala, 

at the Lake Victoria Hotel in Entebbe and at Mweya Safari Lodge in Queen Elizabeth 
National Park, though credit card use is continually expanding. Charges may be as high as 
5% and are automatically added to your bill. They cannot be used for cash advances, and 
the only credit card readily accepted is VISA. Mastercard and American Express are not 
readily accepted. 

▪ In Uganda, ATM machines are only available in large cities. Machines accepting VISA are 
at Entebbe airport and in Kampala, but are sometimes out of service and only pay out 
Uganda Shillings. 

▪ There are very few places in Rwanda outside of Kigali at which a credit card can be used. 
Visitors to Rwanda are encouraged not to depend on credit cards for making purchases. 

▪ It is not recommended to bring traveller’s checks with you to Uganda or Rwanda. They can 
sometimes be changed for local currency at the airports in both Uganda and Rwanda, but 
this is not guaranteed. For cashing traveller’s Checks, the receipt from their original 
purchase may be required. 

▪ Once on safari, only cash can be used for currency conversion. Larger U.S. bills earn a 
better rate of exchange ($50 and $100 bills). 

▪ Uganda Shillings can be changed back to U.S. Dollars at the airport upon departure. Most 
currency exchange services will not change coins - paper currency only. 

▪ U.S. Dollars must be dated 2009 or newer and must be in good condition, not torn or 
defaced. 



What shopping opportunities are there? 
Uganda is a fantastic place to purchase baskets, drums and wood carvings. For acquiring at 
source, the basketry around the Fort Portal area is exquisite; and it is possible to include a visit to 
the Royal Drum Makers at Mpigi. There are two large craft markets in Kampala where a wide 
selection of crafts from Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania are available for purchase and you will see 
several road-side stalls upcountry where it is possible to make an unscheduled stop. Local and 
imported crafts including wooden carvings, baskets, beaded sandals, soapstone, pictures, gifts, 
greeting cards etc. etc. Whilst bargaining is the norm and expected at craft markets and stalls, 
bartering or trading is becoming less popular and may only be possible at small villages off the 
beaten track. Most accommodations have a shop where it is possible to purchase a variety of 
crafts, clothing and gifts at fixed prices. 
What do your safaris include or not include? 

Our safaris include the following: 
▪ Airport transfers 
▪ Meet & Greet upon arrival, and pre-and post- safari briefings 
▪ Departure services 
▪ Comfortable, modern, 4×4 safari vehicles, customized for maximum viewing with open roof 

hatches. 
▪ Professional and experienced drivers and guides 
▪ Additional guides as needed 
▪ All accommodation and meals as stated in your itinerary 
▪ All excursions as stated in your chosen itinerary, including park entry fees and taxes 
▪ Field guides on flora and fauna provided in the vehicles 
▪ Umbrellas, bean bags, and blankets provided in the vehicles 
▪ Cool boxes in the vehicles 
▪ Bottled water in the vehicles 
▪ A First Aid kit in the vehicle 
▪ Map of Uganda 
▪ Emergency international communications 

Our safaris do NOT include the following: 
▪ Medical Insurance 
▪ Gratuities 
▪ Beverages (other than bottled water in the vehicles) 
▪ Items of personal nature 

Reading recommendations  
▪ Uganda, The Bradt Travel Guide, 8th Edition (Philip Briggs) 
▪ Spectrum Guide to Uganda, 2nd Edition (Camerapix) 
▪ Uganda’s Great Rift Valley (Andrew Roberts) available here 
▪ The Safari Companion A Guide to Watching African Mammals (Richard Estes) 
▪ The Year of the Gorilla (George Schaller) 
▪ Gorillas in the Mist (Dian Fossey) 
▪ The Last King of Scotland (Chris and Tilde Stuart) 

http://classicuganda.com/info/general-information/www.africanteagarden.com

