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DAY ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE AT MASHATU GAME RESERVE 

 

Mashatu is unique in that it offers an adventure component to complement the traditional vehicle safari. This will 
make an extended stay at Mashatu more attractive. Tourists are getting younger and the notion of eight hours a 
day in a vehicle is not attractive for the younger, exercise-orientated and/or multi-generational families.  
Mashatu’s substantial elephant population has created a myriad of elephant trails that criss-cross Mashatu as the 
large mammals move between feeding grounds and water.  These trails, mostly a meter wide, are traversed almost 
daily by the herds of elephant and it is on these trails that Mashatu’s adventure safaris take place.   
 

We suggest that these activities are pre-booked prior to arrival at the camps to avoid disappointment. On site 
reservations may be made on check-in at the camps, but no guarantee can be given that the adventure operators 
will be available.  
 
 
MOUNTAIN BIKE SAFARIS - The more adventurous may join a mountain bike safari in the company of an armed and 
highly experienced guide.  On a bike, the cyclist is, in effect, conducting his/her own safari and gets to enjoy the 
reserve and its inhabitants from a completely different perspective. The groups of cyclists meander along ancient 
elephant paths. The exhilaration of cycling amongst the ‘giants of Mashatu’ is awesome, and should be enjoyed at 
least once on a safari for anyone with a little interest in cycling. Rides are generally enjoyed early morning and are 
tailored to the riding capabilities of the group.  
Valid to 31 December 2023: US$65.00 per person per morning / afternoon cycle (Min 02 pax & Max 8 Pax)  
Tent Camp: Guests will depart from and return to Mashatu Lodge. 
Note: children under 12 are not permitted. Children under the age of 18 have to be accompanied by an adult / 
parent who is also an experienced rider. 
 
WALKING SAFARIS – The perfect opportunity to get some exercise, while focusing on the smaller, and often most 
fascinating, creatures of Mashatu. Although many opportunities arise to view big game, the focus is on the little, 
often overlooked aspects of the bush - tracks, plants, insects, etc. A person on foot is part of the environment and 
not merely a spectator. There is no better place to enjoy a walking safari than at Mashatu, ‘Land of the Giants,’ 
exploring diverse landscapes and unique habitats. This diverse and mammoth piece of Africa is the perfect place to 
witness the intricacies of the wild animals of Africa, to learn about the hidden secrets of nature, to find the smaller 
creatures hidden in their bush homes and to see how the eco-system involves the inter-relatedness of species. 
Included in the rate is a guided game walk (min 2 pax) and game drive, or two guided game drives per night’s stay. 
Additional Walks: Valid from 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2023: US$65.00 per person per walk (Min 02 pax & 
Max 08 Pax) 
Note: children 8-12 must be accompanied by a parent. No children under 8 years of age. 
 
HORSE SAFARIS - Horizon Horseback Mashatu is recognized as having the best schooled horses of all the horse 
safari operators in Africa. The experiences may differ from Mashatu to the Okavango Delta, to the deserts of 
Namibia to the migrations of Tanzania and Kenya, but one thing agreed on by all visitors and horse operators alike, 
is that the Horizon Horseback Mashatu horses are the most well-trained of the other operators.  



Note: This is an advanced ride for experienced equestrians only and children under 12 are not permitted. Children 
under the age of 18 have to be accompanied by an adult / parent who is also an experienced rider. Participation will 
be at the sole discretion of the Horizon Horseback Mashatu concessionaire after careful consideration. A riding 
“test” will be conducted prior to the horse safari and anyone not deemed to be experienced enough will not be 
allowed to continue on the horse ride. There is no charge for guests staying at Mashatu Lodge, Mashatu Tent Camp 
and Mashatu Euphorbia Villas who do not pass the riding test. They will be taken on a game drive. The test involves 
catering towards a tree away from the group, increasing the speed of the canter to the next tree and then returning 
to a collected canter back to the stationary group. 
Ad-hoc afternoon horse rides are not available on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 
Valid to 31 December 2023: US$80.00 per person per morning / afternoon ride (Min 01 pax & Max 04 Pax) 
Tent Camp: Not offered  

 
NIGHT DRIVES – Available at Tuli Safari Lodge Mashatu. Night drives can be arranged after dinner in the evenings, 
if you are keen to try spot some true nocturnal species. 
Valid from 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2023: US$70.00 per person per drive (Min 2 pax.)  
 
 
COMMUNITY VISITS – Available at Tuli Safari Lodge Mashatu. A community visit to the local village of 
Mothlabaneng includes a visit to the school, a lala-palm wine-tasting and a chance to see traditional basket-
weaving, as well as the opportunity to see some of our community projects in action. Community visits are normally 
in the afternoon and last approx. 2 hours. 50% of all community visit activity fees are donated to our community 
fund to assist with the funding of various community projects. 
Valid from 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2023: US$80.00 per person per visit. (Min 2 pax.)  

 
EXCLUSIVE PHOTOGRAPHIC HIDE AT MASHATU GAME RESERVE 

 
PhotoMashatu has pioneered the concept for photography in southern Africa, of an exclusive concession to provide 
dedicated photographic hides within Mashatu Game Reserve. Guests can sit quietly and watch animals moving 
directly towards them, all the while taking pictures from unique angles, resulting in exclusive and exceptional 
quality photography. 
 
Mashatu Game Reserve has become one of the most popular wildlife photography destinations in Africa over the 
last few years. Its popularity is a result of the photographic products that it offers, as well as the excellent wildlife 
sightings that are viewed daily on the reserve. 
 
Being an unfenced reserve, the feeling of wilderness is immediate, yet it is the openness of the terrain coupled with 
the relaxed animals that make it such an excellent photo destination. Whereas many other reserves have long grass 
and thick bush, Mashatu often has lions and leopard sightings in clear openings. This makes for wonderful 
photography of the subjects.  
 
One of the biggest highlights at Mashatu is the relaxed elephant population. Having a breeding herd come right up 
to your vehicle and surround you completely is quite an amazing sensation. 
 
The combination of large cat sightings, the most relaxed elephant population in Africa and the large assortment of 
bird life makes Mashatu the destination with the highest ‘hit rate’ for wildlife photographers in Africa. 
 
What are photographic hides? 
 
Photographic hides are structures built at a waterhole to maximize the photographic potential of the animal 
subjects that visit them. These hides can be used to view wildlife in the normal manner, but have been positioned 
with consideration of the angle of the sun, the background, and the angle the viewer occupies in relation to the 
animals and birds. A professional wildlife photographer will accompany participants to the hides. They are close at 
hand to tutor aspiring and experienced photographers in camera work techniques, which will enhance the quality 
of their images. 
 
 
 
 



Why a photographic hide on Mashatu Game Reserve? 
 

• Mashatu is a semi-arid area. This means animals are attracted to water in the dry season (June – October), 
making the hides, situated in front of a waterhole, an excellent location to allow animals to come to you. 

• Excellent elephant sightings at the elephant hides and out in the reserve. 
• Outstanding bird life for the bird photographers. 
• Open landscape that makes for easy photographing of wildlife. 
• Relaxed plains animals 
• Exceptional and varied bird life with the many perches in certain areas-making good bird photography very 

possible 
• Excellent leopard, lion and other predator sightings and photo opportunities 
• Open landscape makes for very easy photography with no distracting grass or thick bush 
• Dry riverbeds frame subjects well 
• Drying pools create fish traps attracting flocks of heron, storks, etc. 
• Wilderness area relatively close to the major cities 
• Good night skies and night photography 

 
The Concession 
 
A resident wildlife photographer is based at Mashatu Lodge to guide participants when they are in camp. Guests 
can also enlist his/her services while on game drives in the PhotoMashatu vehicle should they require further 
tutelage over and above time spent in the hide/s. The services of a professional photographer in camp, and the use 
of the photographic hides can be booked through Mashatu reservations as an additional activity, which will be 
charged over and above the daily rates for accommodation. 
 
Guests at Mashatu may use the hide for normal game viewing purposes as well as for photography. It must however 
be noted that regardless of their preference, they will always be accompanied by the photographic guide whilst 
making use of the hide. 
 
Matebole Elephant Hide 

PhotoMashatu’s oldest and most famous hide, this hide has been producing excellent sightings since 2011, with 
many award winning and published images being taken from inside it. Photographers from around the world come 
to Mashatu just to visit this hide. 

At a waterhole, a modified shipping container hide has been sunk into the ground in prime elephant habitat. Inside, 
you are seated so that your head is at ground level. Everything you see is from the perspective of lying on your 
stomach looking upwards. The hide is a strong metal structure and totally elephant proof, so you can watch and 
photograph in total ease as the animals go about their business.  

The Matebole Hide is located in an ecotone between mopane grasslands and the thicker central game-viewing 
region of Mashatu. This unique combination of these two habitat types creates a wide diversity of bird and mammal 
species, which reside in this area. Elephants in this region migrate daily in the drier season, heading north in the 
evenings to feed and south in the mornings. The Matebole Hide is situated along these main daily migratory routes, 
making their visits to the hide very frequent. The hide is best visited in the drier months of the year, which falls 
between April-November. 

Target mammal species: Elephant, Kudu, Impala, Baboon, Eland, Vervet Monkey. 
Target bird species: Waxbills, Mayer's parrots, African Green Pigeon, Firefinches, Guineafowl. 
Location: Moddergat, just below Beacon Hill. 
Drive time from lodge: 25 minutes drive from Mashatu Lodge and Mashatu Tent Camp. 
Recommended lenses: Wide angle 12-70mm, 70-200 and up to 500mm. 

The graph below is an indication of activity. All the hide is seasonal and activity may change due to climatic, or other 
reasons. You will be notified upon making your reservation if the hide is not active. 



 

Lens Rental:   
 
Why Rent a Lens for your safari? 
 

• The ability to rent-a-lens eliminates the worry of in-flight weight restrictions and carrying the extra load 
on-board. International travel weight restrictions have become stricter each year, making it difficult to 
travel with large amounts of camera gear; a large lens being by far the heaviest piece of camera equipment 
you will bring along.  

• With the large cost to purchase a lens that may be used a few times a year, it makes sense to rent a lens 
specifically chosen to be the best for the few days in the year that you are on safari.  

• We have carefully chosen a selection of lenses that are perfectly adapt for the terrain and wildlife viewing 
of Mashatu. The lenses we offer are suitable for the beginner enthusiast through to professional.  With the 
open terrain that characterizes Mashatu, it is optimal to use lenses that offer the photographer great reach 
in order to zoom in on your subject. This is why all our lenses exceed the standard reach of 300mm that 
allows you ‘fill your frame’ and eliminate excessive cropping during post image editing. 

• It gives you the opportunity to “see through the eyes of a professional photographer” and capture the same 
type of images that professional wildlife photographers take. 

• You do not need to be a professional to use the lenses. Our staff will give you a 5 minute introduction to 
using and caring for the lens before you start taking great images with it. 

What will renting a Lens offer YOU? 
 
If you don’t own or use a long reach zoom or Prime lens, then the immediate difference in your image quality when 
using one of our lenses will be the first noticeable effect. The lenses have been crafted for high end results offering 
the best in sharpness and speed. 
If you already own a Lens, then the ability to rent one eliminates the need to bring along your own. Many people 
don’t own super zoom lenses that reach beyond 300mm. Our lenses all go beyond 300mm zoom length. This allows 
you to get crystal clear and close up images of your subjects. Some of our lenses extend to 600mm which allows for 
extreme zooming in to get images of small birds and the “eye of the elephant”. At Mashatu, the desired zoom 
length for photographing wildlife is between 400 and 500mm. 
 
Renting a lens will offer you the ability to: 
 

• Carry less weight while travelling 
• The opportunity to experience and test out professional quality lenses while on safari 
• Use lenses beyond 300mm in length, a focal range that not many travellers ever get to experience. 
• Attain excellent images; photograph Mashatu’s wildlife with the optimum range of 400-500mm. 
• Use lenses that perform best in low light. A lot of animal activity occurs at dusk and this is when these 

lenses still work very well. 
• We supply beanbags and other support for the lenses when you rent them from PhotoMashatu 
• To see the world and take images like a professional photographer 

 
 



Our selection of Lenses: 
 
Sigma’s motto is not to be the biggest Lens Company in the world, but simply to be ‘revolutionary’. There new 
range of SPORT Lenses is a true testament to this and they are on top of the game when it comes to versatile zoom 
lenses. The close focusing distance of 150mm and the far reaching 600mm ensure that weather you are in the hide 
or out on game drive, you can capture all the action. The aperture of f5.6 at the short end of 150mm tapers off to 
f6.3 at the long end at 600mm on this zoom lens. These lenses offer extreme versatility and flexibility, which in 
turn, means it is very easy for you to use and take excellent images with.  
 
PhotoMashatu Units 
Nikon Sigma 150 - 600mm f5.6 - 6.3 Lens 1 
Canon Sigma 150 - 600mm f5.6 - 6.3 Lens 1 

 
When choosing the lens that will best suit you, there are a few factors to keep in mind that will ultimately help you 
take better photographs. The best Lens is the one that suits the photographer the most. 
 
Ask yourself the following: 

• Can or do you want to be able to hold it by hand? 
• Do I want to be able to zoom, particularly if you don’t own a zoom already to use alongside the large fixed 

focal lenses? 
• Do I want to change lenses on a game drive if the fixed focal lenses have too much ‘zoom’? 
• Do I want to sacrifice the lighter weight and smaller size of the SIGMA lenses over a slight edge in 

sharpness, heavier weight and marginally faster speed of the lens autofocus like the big fixed focal 500mm 
and 600mm lenses? 

• Do I want a lens that will perform marginally better in low light conditions? 
• Do I want to rent a lens that will cover all wildlife, from birds to close ups? 

Pro’s and Con’s over the Sigma Zooms vs the Fixed Focal Lenses 
 
SIGMA 150 – 600mm 

• Lighter than 500mm or 600mm fixed lens 
• Versatile, ie: can zoom from 150mm to 600mm 
• Can be handheld if necessary 
• For clients wanting to get a feel for a professional photographers point of view but without the burden of 

too much weight. 
• Can fit into larger camera bag, making it easier to carry 
• Great all round lens for all types of wildlife.  
• Easy to manage and hold while out on game drive 
• Easy to operate 

Cost of lens rental: 
The cost is $ 70.00 per lens per day for 2022 and 2023. 
 
This includes: 

• Hand over to the client 
• Insurance of the lens 
• Maintenance and cleaning 

The Canon 1DX Mark II Camera Body: (1 unit available) 
 
The Canon 1DX II is a 20,2 megapixel professional digital camera body capable of shooting 14 fps continuous 
shooting for up to 170 RAW frames. That combined with a super-fast 61-point, wide area autofocus system makes it 
an ideal camera for the serious wildlife photographer. 
 
The Canon 7D camera body: (1 unit available) 
 
The Canon 7D is an excellent choice for the keen enthusiasts. It has top image quality and functionality without the 
bulk of the top level professional bodies.  The 18mp CMOS sensor, 100% coverage viewfinder, 1.6 crop factor and 
up to 8 frames per second in continuous shooting, makes it an ideal camera for great wildlife and bird photography.  



Photographic Vehicle 
 
Designed and built by the same wildlife photographers who built the world-famous underground hides at Mashatu, 
the PhotoMashatu photo vehicle is a fully customised vehicle built exclusively for Mashatu Game Reserve. Its 
design and concept stem from wanting to give clients unparalleled access to the excellent wildlife of Mashatu and 
allow them to photograph the wildlife in an uninhibited and unconstrained manner. The PhotoMashatu 
professional photographers have many thousands of hours on safari vehicles in Africa, many of them offering 
attributes, some positive and some negative. This specialist photo vehicle is the culmination of this wildlife 
photographic experience and it offers unparalleled photographic ease, speed and comfort.  No element of design 
was left out. 
 
What is it? 
 
The vehicle is a totally customised design, equipped with sliding gimble heads allowing for comfortable, quick and 
well supported photography in a 270 degree radius for each photographer. Bean bag arches allow you even faster 
access to get the initial shot. Cushioned, dust and waterproof bag storage compartments allow for fast access to 
your lenses and other photographic equipment. The vehicle comes with your specialised photographic guide and a 
Mashatu field ranger. 
 
PhotoMashatu Vehicle Notes: 
 

• Kindly request the gimble heads on the photographic vehicle with our reservations team prior to travel, 
should you require it.   

• Please also advise our reservations team if you are booking the PhotoMashatu vehicle as a sole-use / 
exclusive use vehicle, or if you would like to book it as a photographic vehicle. 

• The hide sessions* booked with the photographic vehicle are optional.  
 
Rates 
   

Photographic Rates (in US$ per person) 2022 2023 
Hide Session – Half Day (Morning or Afternoon session)      85.00 85.00 
Hide Session – Full Day (Morning & Afternoon session)       150.00  150.00 
Exclusive use of Matebole Hide – Half Day 
(Morning or Afternoon session – 8 pax) 

     640.00  640.00 

Exclusive use of Matebole Hide – Full Day 
(per day AM & PM Morning and Afternoon session – 8 pax) 

  1 040.00  1 040.00 

Full Day Hide Experience (Uninterrupted. Approximately 12 hours. 
Minimum 2 pax)** 

300.00  300.00 

Full Day Hide Experience – Exclusive use. (Uninterrupted. 
Approximately 12 hours. 8 pax)** 

2 000.00  2 000.00 

Tutoring at camp. Not included in hide fee. (Not available at Tuli 
Safari Lodge Mashatu.) 

       60.00 60.00  

Lens rental (per day) (Not available at Tuli Safari Lodge Mashatu.)        70.00  70.00 
 Canon 1DX Mark II Camera Body (per day) (Not available at Tuli 
Safari Lodge Mashatu.) 

       60.00  60.00 

Canon 7D Body (per day) (Not available at Tuli Safari Lodge Mashatu.)        40.00  40.00 
PhotoMashatu Vehicle*           700.00 700.00 

  
 *(per day – maximum 4 pax, but ideally suited to 2 pax. Includes 1 optional tutor session per day & 1 x hide 
session subject to availability upon booking. Please note that the 1 optional tutor session per day & 1 x hide 
session (subject to availability upon booking) offered when booking the PhotoMashatu photographic vehicle, must 
coincide with the use of the PhotoMashatu photographic vehicle.For dates 1 December - 1 June each year : “book 3 
days, pay 2” and  "book 4 days, pay 3” special on photo vehicle.) 
  
**Full Day Hide Experience – The session begins at sunrise / the start of the morning session, and continues to the 
end of afternoon session / 1 hour after sunset. Guests will be dropped off at the hide in the morning, and collected 
just after sunset (approx. 6am to 7pm). When booking exclusive use, a maximum of 8 guests are recommended. Full 
Day Hide Experience on request only. Subject to availability. 



 
Conditions of Use 

• All guests using the hide have to be accompanied by a PhotoMashatu wildlife photographer. 
• Should the PhotoMashatu wildlife photographer be unavailable, guests of Mashatu can utilize the hides, at 

the normal rate in the company of a Mashatu guide.  
• Guests will be required to sign an indemnity form before using the hides. This is separate to the Mashatu 

indemnity. 
• No children under the age of 12 permitted in the hides. 
• PhotoMashatu cancellation terms apply to all PhotoMashatu products. 
• Maximum number of guests per hide: 

o Matebole Elephant Hide – 8 clients 
 
Please note that the photographic hide is closed from 1 December to 28 February each year. The 
photographic vehicle, lenses and camera body is available all year round. Please contact our reservations 
team for more details. 
 
Lenses to use at Mashatu 
 
Photo skill Level Beginner-Intermediate- advanced 

Equipment • 1-2 Pro-sumer/Pro camera bodies if photographing birds 
• 1 consumer camera body if only photographing mammals 
• 500-600mm lens for birds 
• 70-200mm lens for the scenic images 
• 100-400mm range for mammals 
• Beanbags 

 
All your drives will be from an open vehicle with a ranger driving and guiding you. This means that a monopod or a 
beanbag will be the best types of support for your cameras and lenses. The vehicles are allowed to drive off road 
here so they will be able to position you for the best angle for photos at sightings. Most of the mammals are very 
relaxed around vehicles meaning a 400mm lens is more than enough to capture them. Of course having a zoom 
aids in your compositions here, especially when photographing action scenes or changing from a full body photo to 
a portrait. Here I suggest a lens in the 100-400mm range. Most predators are either moving fast or move in the dark 
hours of day (lion and leopard). Having a lens that you can easily maneuver around makes a big difference here. An 
extra 2 seconds to set up your camera is a long time when photographing action.  
 
If you are keen on bird photography, then a 500-600mm lens is very handy. With most birds you are able to get 
relatively close, so this is the one place where a 500mm lens will do for bird images. 
 
With the relaxed elephant herds you can expect to use your wide-angle lens as well as the longer lenses. This is the 
one place you will have opportunity for every focal length when it comes to elephants. A wide-angle 12-24mm lens 
will frame an elephant very nicely against the sky. With them coming so close to you, this is quite easy to do. If you 
drive in front of an approaching herd and sit quietly the herd will envelop around you without any fuss. The only 
sound will be the camera shutters working away! 
 

 
 

Please note that any reservations made for morning or afternoon adventure activities will 
automatically replace a vehicle safari. 

 

 
Drones or UAVs 
 
Please note that the flying of drones at Mashatu is not permissible. 
 


