
Begins in Durban      Duration  6 days         Highlights Blood River, Spioenkop, Isandwlana, Rorke’s Drift
Landscape Tours is proud to offer this new 
6-day tour to the historical battlefields of 
Kwa-Zulu Natal. The tour will have its first 
night in the midland towns of Dundee. A 
local battlefields expert will describe events 
that unfolded in the area between the 
British, Boers and Zulus. We will visit the 
interesting 20-acre heritage site of Talana, 
the Blood River Monument with its laager 
of 64 life-size wagons covered in bronze and 
the adjacent Ncome Museum dedicated to 
telling the Zulu side of the story.
Staying at the fabulous 5-star lodge of 
Fugitives’ Drift for a night, a highlight of the 
tour will be Andrew Rattray telling the story of the amazing heroics of 
Rorke’s Drift where 11 Victoria Crosses were awarded for bravery. You will 
also hear about the British defeat at Isandlwana to the Zulus on that same 
fateful day of 22 January 1879.

We will then be based for three nights at the beautiful Spion Kop Lodge. 
Lodge owner and battlefield expert, Ray Heron will describe the scenes 
that took place on Spionkop on those awful days in January 1900 between 
the British and Boers. The “acre of massacre” is a sombre reminder of the 
cruelty and futility of war. Highlights include a visit the Ladysmith Siege 
Museum and an exclusive game-drive. If available at the time of your visit,  
you can attend a recital by the Drakensberg Boys Choir (as an optional 
extra)
This tour promises to be fascinating and entertaining to all those who are 
interested in the amazing history and culture of South Africa.

DAY 1 To Dundee
After arriving at King Shaka Airport, we will travel by mini-bus to our first overnight stay in the 
midlands town of Dundee Once we have checked into our hotel, we will visit the very interesting 
Talana heritage site just outside of town. Nestled at the base of Talana Hill the museum is set in a 
20 acre heritage park. The museum comprises 23 buildings, dedicated to subjects as diverse as 
war and agriculture, mining, industry and domestic life.  After dinner that evening, a local battle-
field expert will give a talk about the conflict between the British and the Boers that took place in 

the area .
Stay at Battlefieds Country Lodge, 

Dundee
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DAY 2 Blood River
After breakfast, we'll drive out to the site of the Battle of Blood River. The 
Blood River Heritage site, near Dundee is probably one of the most unique 
battlefields in South-Africa. On 16 December 1838, 464 Voortrekkers 
under the command of Andries Pretorius defeated King Dingane’s approxi-
mately 10 000 impi under command of Ndlela kaSompisi. The Blood River 
Monument with its laager of 64 life-size wagons covered in bronze was 
erected as a replica of the original laager and was unveiled on 16 Decem-
ber in 1971 on the site of the original laager of 1838.

The Ncome Zulu cultural museum just across the river from the wagon 
laager at Blood River gives a fascinating insight into the formation, history 
and life of the Zulu nation.

After a light lunch, we will make our way to the 5-star lodge at Fugitives' 
Drift. We will join the afternoon tour to hear the story as told by Andrew 
Rattray of the amazing heroics of the Battle of Rorke’s Drift where 11 
Victoria Crosses were awarded for bravery.
Stay at Fugitives Drift Guesthouse (1 night)

DAYS 3-5 Isandlwana, Rorke’s Drift and Spioenkop
After breakfast, we'll be driven out to the Battlefield of Isandlwana where our local 
guide from the lodge will describe events that took place during The Battle of Isandlwa-
na on 22 January 1879. It the first major encounter in the Anglo–Zulu War between the 
British Empire and the Zulu Kingdom. Despite a vast disadvantage in weapons technolo-
gy, the numerically superior Zulus ultimately overwhelmed the poorly led and badly 
deployed British, killing over 1,300 troops. The battle was a decisive victory for the 
Zulus and caused the defeat of the first British invasion of Zululand.
After lunch at Fugitive Drift, we will make our way to Spion Kop Lodge, which will be our 
base for the next 3 nights.
During our stay, we will visit the Spionkop battlefield where lodge owner and battlefield 
expert, Ray Heron will describe the scenes that took place on Spionkop on those awful 
days in January 1900 between the British and Boers. The “acre of massacre” is a 
somber reminder of the cruelty and futility of war.
We will visit the Ladysmith Siege Museum; be taken on an exclusive game-drive and 
there will be an opportunity to attend a recital of the Drakensberg Boys Choir. (This is 
an optional excursion, subject to availability)
Stay at Spioenkop Lodge (3 nights)

DAY 6 Midlands Meander and Homeward Bound
After breakfast we will pack up, and head back to Durban and the King Shaka airport. On the way we will stop for a light lunch 
and explore some attractions along the Midlands Meander. As the tour draws to an end, there will be time to reflect on the 

hardships and cruelty of war, and how men, woman and children suffered its 
effects while shaping the history of South Africa.


