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Road Tripping from JHB to Morukuru Lodge, Madikwe

Morukuru Lodges are situated on the eastern side of the Madikwe Game Reserve and are approximately 4 hours drive form Oliver Thambo International Airport.  Our drive takes us form the eastern side of Johannesburg, along the outskirts of the popular suburbs of Sandton, Rivonia, Randburg and Fourways.

Once passed the Lanseria Airport the scenery becomes very much that of a rural South Africa as we continue our journey towards the Hartbeespoort Dam in the North West Province.

Hartbeespoort Dam also known as Harties, lies in a valley to the south of the Magaliesberg mountain range and north of the Witwatersberg mountain range, about 35 kilometres west of Pretoria. The name of the dam means "pass of the hartebees" (a species of antelope) in Afrikaans. The dam was originally designed for irrigation, which is currently its primary use and is fed by the Crocodile and Magalies rivers. 

Harties provides a welcome break from the road trip with a number of restaurants, pubs as well as a traditional craft market (Chameleon Village) where authentic crafts and curious from all over Africa are sold. The stall owners are always very friendly and accommodating but be sure to use all your bargaining skills to secure the time you want at a good price. 30 minutes to an hour is usually enough time to find the ideal gift for family and friends back home!

A little further down the road from the Chameleon village lies the Elephant Sanctuary. This is a great spot for a morning tour and lunch (commencing at 10:00) or to overnight and break the trip up for small children. The Elephant Sanctuary hosts a unique and fully guided educational program that sets itself apart from anything else that South Africa has on offer in terms of elephant interaction and touching elephants. Guest numbers are limited to ensure personal attention and maximum elephant interaction for each guest, making this a truly memorable and enriching experience. Visitors can learn more about elephant habits, behaviour, different personalities and anatomy through up-close and personal interaction. You get an opportunity to touch, feed and even walk trunk-in-hand with these magnificent animals.
From Harties we continue on our journey towards Madikwe through the North West province. The mainstay of the economy of this Province is mining, which generates more than half of the province's gross domestic product and provides jobs for a quarter of its workforce. The main mineral mined in the region that we pass through is platinum. The entertainment and casino complex at Sun City and Lost City (also en-route) also contributes to the provincial economy.

Once passed Sun City we pass through a number of small villages before eventually hitting the gravel road and passing through the small town of Dwarsberg. This 30km stretch of gravel road can be quite rough and bumpy depending on the time of year and amount of rainfall. The warm smiles and refreshing welcome drinks that await you at the lodge is well worth the journey! 
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